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Our journey into the first place of 
brokenness in our community will be 
Education. Education lifts people up, 
but a lack of education does the exact 
opposite. For instance, statistics indicate 
that people without high school diplomas 
are far more susceptible to almost every 
major societal problem including poverty, 
hunger, illness, crime, and incarceration. 
Helping people get an education is a 
powerful way not just to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, care for the sick, and 
visit those in prison but to prevent some 
of those things from happening in the 
first place.

Our  mission partner is Alderman Elementary School. 

 
• School starts August 29th with 160 students, 
14 teachers and Principal Bob Maxey
• 80% of Alderman School students receive free 

or reduced lunch

On August 7th we begin our year long mission trip:
KOG2ILM. You are invited to Pray, Learn, Do and 
Reflect on what God is calling you to do in order 
to bring the Kingdom of God to Wilmington, NC 
(KOG2ILM). Each of the five LOVE DOES emphasis 
will have three possible DO mission opportunities for 
members of our congregation. Each member of First 
Baptist is encouraged to go deep by picking one of the 
five areas of brokenness and make a significant time and 
heart investment. Every emphasis will have three ways 
to be involved:
• The low involvement is a mission opportunity    
   that everyone in the congregation can participate.

• The medium involvement is a mission opportunity  
   with a time commitment and deeper participation.

• The high involvement mission opportunity is an 
   “all in” commitment with deeper time investment.

• Purchase one 10 ream box of copy paper for teachers 
(Office Depot, Staples or Wal-Mart)

• Purchase 5-7 cases of snacks (Sam’s, Costco or Wal-Mart)
• Purchase school supplies in bulk to give to teachers to 

“re-supply” their students as needed (school supply bulk list of needed 
items will be provided by Alderman teachers). Cost: $50 per bag with school supplies

•  Be on a planning & volunteer team for the Teacher’s Appreciation lunch on Friday, August 19
• Become an Alderman Teacher’s PRAYER PARTNER (Send teachers encouraging notes, 
remember their birthdays, help with classroom tasks)
• Purchase a backpack (or two) filled with school supplies for a child (list will be provided)

• Become a part of TORO (Teaching One—Reaching One). This is a school year commitment 
which will make a significant difference in the life of a student by spending one hour a week 
helping a child learn to read and encouraging them to succeed in school.

For more details on KOG2ILM and details of each level of Education, visit



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and welcoming to 
anyone, no matter where they are 

on their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”2

Bible Study Curriculum 
Available 

FREE VHS-Formatted Bible Study kits 
are available! We have Beth Moore 
studies including Jesus, the One & Only, 
A Woman’s Heart, The Beloved 
Disciple; Philip Yancey study, What’s 
So Amazing About Grace? and Bill 
Hybels study, Becoming a Contagious 
Christian. Free to the first person who 
asks!  Contact Jayne Davis at 763-2471.

Change the 
World

Politics…it almost feels like a dirty word doesn’t it? You and I 
live in a day and time where the process of getting elected and 

trying to govern is almost always divisive and ugly. But do you 
know where the word “politics” comes from? It comes from the 
greek word polis which means “city”. Politics in its original 
meaning isn’t the struggle for power and the demonization that 
often accompanies it. It means of the city or sometimes for the city.  Politics in its original 
meaning isn’t person vs person or party vs party, it’s what we do together that makes life bet-
ter for all of us.
 
It feels like we need that right now doesn’t it? That idea of politics.
 
We watch what’s happening around us in the world right now and it’s frightening and 
frustrating. Terrorism, gun violence, hate speech, you name it, it’s happening at the moment.  
Not to mention all the rhetoric, all the blame, all the demonization that is accompanying 
such frightening events. But as frightening and frustrating as all that is, we can do something 
about it. We’re not helpless (far from it) because the Kingdom of God is coming and we can 
participate in that coming by engaging, not in the politics of this world, but in a different kind 
of “politics”. What would happen if we took all the energy we tend to expend when we get 
stirred up by our political process and channeled that into something very different? Honestly, 
the emails we send and the words we post on Facebook rarely ever change minds, so what if 
instead of trying to change each other’s minds we tried to change something else…the world?!? 
 
In a couple of weeks, we’re jumping into our first area of brokenness in our city, the education 
system. Now, I want to be careful here because while our education system isn’t perfect, when 
we talk about brokenness that’s not actually what we’re talking about. We have fantastic 
teachers and administrators who are the hands and feet of Jesus all over our community. We 
do, however, have kids in our community that could use our help to become what God created 
them to be. Kids that learn to read on grade level tend to graduate, and kids that graduate tend 
to get jobs, and people who get jobs tend to avoid poverty and crime and all other manner of 
problems and challenges. So what would happen this fall, if instead of focusing on our 
disagreements, we invested in what we all agree on: that every child deserves a chance to 
know that God loves them and we love them and that because of that love, we’re going to help 
them learn and thrive. 
                                                               
This might shock you, but Jesus was VERY political. But in the Jesus style of politics, instead 
of grasping for power, you sacrifice yourself to serve others. That kind of politics has a 
name…it’s called the Kingdom of God. So, this fall, let’s be political exactly like Jesus was. 
It might not win an election, but it will change the world.

Worship
Schedule

August 14th
“Mission Shaped Church”

John 12:20-24
Matt Cook

August 21st
“Who’s on First,
 What’s on Fifth”

1 Peter 2:9-10
Matt Cook

August 28th 
“Wholly, Wholly, Wholly” 

Luke 7:18-22
Matt Cook

September 4th
”A Counter Culture for the 

Common Good”
Matthew 5:11-16 

Matt Cook

"...let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 
good deeds and 
glorify your Father

 in heaven.”
- Matthew 5:16

“Overwhelmed By Your Love and 
Generosity” ... A Thank You From Jim Everette



Karen Tutoring
You are invited to tutor 
elementary age Karen Refugee 
children during the summer! 
Every Monday and Wednesday 
from 4:00-5:00 p.m. we practice 
their reading. We meet at Devin 
Park Methodist Church (3403 
Winston Blvd). The kids will love 
to spend time with you! Contact Don Vigus if you can 
help at dvigus@fbcwilmington.org or 763-2471.

Mosaic Model
MOSAIC, a new Sunday School model, where 
teachers specialize in a particular topic and teach 
that course for 9 weeks in different Sunday school 
classes on a rotating basis, will launch this fall!  
Offering courses on Philippians, James, Mark, as 
well as spiritual formation and Christian beliefs, 
MOSAIC will be an option for up to six Sunday 
School classes in 2016-2017. For more 
information, contact Jayne Davis at 763-2471 or 
jdavis@fbcwilmington.org.

MOSAIC

Overcome by the surprise of walking into a room filled 
with people we love, respect and admire to discover they 
gathered to express their appreciation for Lisa and me was 
shocking and humbling. My thoughts and emotions 
scrambled wildly and I’m certain Lisa’s were as well. 
Then, to listen 
to friends and 
colleagues who 
have helped to 
shape who we 
are address us 
with glowing 
acknowledgements 
of the positive 
difference we have 
made in their lives 
caused us to thank 
God for how we 

have been blessed beyond what we could have ever 
imagined. You are the people with whom we have loved, laughed and cried, served, 
held and been embraced by. You chose us twenty-six years ago because you trusted 
the leadership of your Pastor, the recommendations of a few people you did not know 
and instinct of a half dozen members of the congregation whom you charged to enlist 
a new Minister of Education. You adopted a young couple, cuddled our children, en-
folded our parents into your flock, took chances on mission endeavors that came our 
way, and impacted the Everette family, the City of Wilmington, and people across the 
world with God’s uncompromising love. All our lives have been made better because of 
the way you trust God, live out the love of Christ and share the blessings you have been 
given. 

Your intent of that night was accomplished in that Lisa and I were caught off guard 
by the party, overwhelmed by the generosity of your gifts in the form of notes, cards, 
remarks, gifts to be planted, placed in our home, emblazoned in our minds, and the 
promise of fun days to come. For all of those and more we say “Thank you!” Thank 
you for taking a chance on us many years ago. Thank you for teaching us. Thank 
you for making us better people and ministers. Thank you to the team that made the 
party happen. Thank you for surprising us by keeping a secret so well. Thank you for 
never keeping silent the Gospel of Jesus Christ that you showered us with last night 
and decorate the world with every day. The thing Lisa and I look forward to most is 
that we have the blessing of getting to continue living with you, loving with you, 
serving with you, worshiping with you, growing with you and living in Wilmington, 
NC - a people and place we love dearly. 

Our deepest love,
Jim & Lisa Everette

“Overwhelmed By Your Love and 
Generosity” ... A Thank You From Jim Everette

On July 17, the First Baptist family, along with colleagues, friends and community leaders, 
gathered to celebrate God’s ministry through Jim Everette. What a wonderful celebration! 
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Church-Wide Fall Mission Trip
The fall mission trip is an 
opportunity for you to build 
homes, distribute food and 
share the love of Jesus 
with families in need in 
Guatemala. There are still 
spots available for this life 
changing mission trip. The 
cost is $1,050 and the trip is 
October 2-9. Contact Don at 
dvigus@fbcwilmington.org 
or 763-2471 to get further 
details.

     

Sharing Life Together

     Memorial GiftsL

 

We want to help 
you make real 
and meaningful connections at FBC. You are invited 
to join the Connections Class on Sunday August 7, 
14, and 21 at 10 a.m. in the church offices. Contact 
Twila at trosonet@fbcwilmington.org for questions 
or to let us know you will attend.

Worship Schedule

     
   

Get to Know a Senior...

Frances Westbrook White is one of our Senior Saints. A member of the congregation for 
nearly 75 years, Frances has been a part of First Baptist her whole life. After graduating 
from New Hanover High School, Frances attended Wake Forest College and prepared 
academically to be a career Educator. She returned to Wilmington as a teacher in the New 
Hanover County schools for many years and as a Sunday School teacher of elementary-aged 
children for better than thirty years. Frances lived with her mother after her father died 
in order to provide care for her. Her influence helped shape the lives of hundreds of 
children but Frances also visited homebound members, sent cards and letters to FBCW 
college students that were away at school and in the military, ran errands for elderly adults 
that were unable to drive, and provided small gifts to virtually every aged member of our 
church for as long as she could. Frances was single for the majority of her life before 
marrying after retiring from her vocation. She and her husband met when they attended 
Wake Forest together nearly fifty years earlier. Frances and her husband, Reverend Brightie 
White, are now homebound themselves though Rev. White continues to provide ministry 
through the writing of inspirational books that Frances proof reads before they are sent to be 
published. Our church is blessed to have the solid foundation of Senior Saints like Frances 
Westbrook White to model what Love Does for us. 

Fall CrossTraining 2016
Get refreshed for fall with CrossTraining Adult Seminars! The classes for 
the fall session, from September 7-November 16, will be announced on 
our website soon. Classes are held every Wednesday night 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Activities Center. Registration and class details will be 
available on the website at www.fbcwilmington.org. There will also be 
fun and exciting classes for our children and youth! We look forward to 
seeing you on Wednesday nights!

• Connect 
   with God 
• Connect 
   with Others
• Connect 
    to Serve
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The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Connie Piscetelli 
by Richard and Carol Brocchi

In memory of Frank “Fib” Bowen
by Joe Manley

In memory of Wilburn “Buck” 
McClure

by the Transitions Sunday 
School Class

by Jack & Beth Upton
by Barbara & Cecil Knight

In honor of Lauren Thayer’s
18th Birthday

by Ronald & Tracey Thayer

Baptist Children’s Homes
In memory of Larry Johnson

by Lois M. Johnson

Mission 
Serve Makes 
An Impact Deep 
& Wide
 “We really enjoyed 
being a part of 
Mission Serve
 last week. I was 
particularly moved 
by an open 
and honest 
conversation as I 
asked each of them 
what led them to 
get involved and 
volunteer their time. One young man who’s a sophomore 
in college really stuck out to both Brittany and myself. 
He was so honest in his words as he described a few bad 
decisions he had made earlier in the year. As he talked 
he shared the moment that he stopped and said, ‘God, 
I need you to show me the way. I need you, I need you 
now!’ He went on to share that God moment led him to 
Missions and turning his life around. While our 
contribution was so little compared to what the Mission 
Serve team completed throughout the entire week, our 
family was so blessed by being with the team. Being able 
to explain to our children what we were doing and why 
and having them serve the crew was so special to us.

Love does come from all angles and it shined bright last 
week. It may have been from painting a railing, replacing a 
roof and floors, putting your hand on a strangers shoulder 
to pray or just providing nourishment, but it takes a village 
to be successful. As one of the teens prayed at lunch I heard, 
‘Bless this food, bless this community, bless this church and 
it’s members for all they’ve provided’.  I can’t begin to 
describe how blessed we are as a church; seeing first hand 
how our congregation provides is truly immeasurably more.”

-Ray Caffee
TO THE MISSION SERVE PEOPLE: Thank you for coming to 
show the love of Christ in a practical way in our community.
 

TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY: Thank you for continuous prayers 
and support and donations to help us throughout the week - you 

are a HUGE BLESSING! 
Stay tuned for more on Mission Serve in next month’s issue.

Join Us for Tuesday 
Noon Worship
Join us for Tuesday Noon this summer! Need a 
midweek boost? Come have a wonderful meal 
($5/person) and time of fellowship that is followed 
by a short devotional. We have a special schedule 
this summer. The upcoming schedule is as follows:

August 9th - Daryl Trexler 
August 23rd - Bill Dunn

The updated schedule, speakers and menu are 
always on our website under the Worship tab.

Music Ministry
In memory of Corrine Tyberg

by Ann W. Brown

Jail Ministry
In memory of Connie Piscetelli

by Donn & Melissa Evans
by Christian Women’s Job Corps

by Edward S. Foutz

Feeding Ministry
In memory of Wilburn McClure

by Joan Marshall

Christian Women’s Job 
Corps

In honor of Mary Margaret Brooks
by R. Michael & Tannis Nelson

Local Missions
In memory of Lacy Pearce

by Bettie Anne & Tommy West

Attendance
 
Worship     611           744          511           483

Sunday      No SS          501           445             419
School      

JULY
17

JULY
24

JULY
10
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New Financial Reporting
Often, the Kingdom News is printed before the last Sunday of the 

month preventing us from providing a complete financial report. 
Therefore, the Kingdom News will now reflect the prior months’ church 

giving and July’s financials will be included in September’s issue.

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to William (Willie) McMillian, our 
downtown custodian, on the loss of his mother, Deloris Green on 
Saturday, July 9th.

JULY
3

$171,628.00
$130,426.36

YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts:

$1,008,720.00
$947,929.59

New Births
Congratulations to Ryan and Carolyn Byrnes on the birth of their son, Charles 
Hunt Byrnes, born June 26.
Congratulations to parents Brian and Jannell Dunaway and grandparents Jack 
and Beth Upton on the birth of their son/grandson respectively, Daniel Keegan 
Dunaway, born June 22.

June Goals:
June Receipts:

ONE SERVICE



 

The Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network (WIHN) will live at our 
church August 14-21 and we need a few more overnight hosts. We need 
men and women to stay the night with these families and provide 
friendship at dinner. Each volunteer will have a private room. Volunteers 
are also needed to provide meals for the families. If you can help serve, 
contact Gary Gupton at gary_gupton@yahoo.com or 371-0033. The WIHN 
mission is to provide Cape Fear’s homeless families with emergency and 
transitional services that assist them in regaining their independence.

Makin’ Waves at Surf Camp
Surf Camp was attended 

by 28 students, and was 
led by GPS leaders and FBC 

helpers. A big majority of the 
surfers were Karen Refugee kids 

who are very active in the FBC 
mission ministries. In addition 

to surf lessons, Lou Leiner taught 
several of the campers to “body surf ” and the ever 

popular “tube” was never without 7-10 campers 
riding the waves.

Activities Center Volunteers Needed
Can you help out at the Activities Center? Volunteers needed during the day on Tuesdays and the 4th Monday 

of every month from 6-9 p.m. Contact Margaret if you can help at mjohnson@fbcwilmington.org or 799-7564.

2016 Women’s Retreat
Join your fellow FBC ladies for the 2016 FBC Women’s Retreat 
September 24 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Resort, 
Wrightsville Beach. This will be a wonderful time of spiritual renewal 
and fellowship. The cost is $20 which includes a continental 
breakfast and lunch. Please send your check to Beth Cameron at 
FBC and indicate Women’s Retreat in the memo line. For more 
information contact Gaye Thomas at 791-2943.

The program will be led by Sara Williams, a friend of Allyson 
Cook. Sara is the Minister to Families and Outreach at First 
Baptist Church in Dunn, NC. Sara grew up in Richmond, VA. 
She holds an undergraduate degree in social work from Meredith 
College and a Master’s degree in Social Work from East Carolina University, while continuing to work on her 
Master’s of Divinity from The Baptist Theological Seminary in Richmond. Prior to her role at FBC Dunn, 
Sara and her husband Mark were CBF Field personnel working in South Africa where they worked with a 

Zulu community. Their work involved evangelism, discipleship and self-sustainable living. Mark 
and Sara live in Benson, NC with their two children Elijah age 4 and 

Hannah age 2, along with 5 ducks and 2 sheep.

  
              

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
WOMEN’S RETREAT
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VOLUNTEER AS A HOST FOR INTERFAITH



1st Grade Bibles 

On Sunday, 
August 28, all 

rising 1st  
graders will 

receive a Bible in 
worship from our 
church to celebrate 
their developing 
reading skills and 
mark the importance 
of studying God’s word. All rising 1st graders must RSVP 
to kcreech@fbcwilmington.org for the First Grade 
Bible Presentations by August 15 in order to 
receive a Bible.

Promotion Sunday
August 28th 

All preschoolers and children will 
promote to their new grade-level 
classes beginning August 28th.  
Parents, please drop off your 
Preschoolers at his or her new 
class (based on birth date as of 
9/1/16 and/or 2016-17 school 
grade) at 10:00 a.m.! All 
rising K-6th graders will have 

a Promotion Sunday Rally in the Kindergarten classroom to 
celebrate this day. Students will meet their new teachers at the Rally 
and will begin in their new classrooms on the following week! 

 
 

Over 200 Children at Camp Jonah and 
160 Preschoolers at Camp Creation, 
led by more than 120 youth and adults, 
explored the theme “It’s a Small World” 
at FBC summer camps. Through Bible 
study, crafts, recreation, science, Bible 
skills, missions and fun, kids explored 
how God is at work all around the world 
and how we can be better neighbors 
both near and far. Our theme verse for 
the week was John 3:16 and campers 
came to see how God came to offer hope 

to the WHOLE world. We are grateful for the many youth and adults who 
gave of their time and talents to make these camps happen – from interns, 
chaperones, adult teachers, the kitchen crew and worship team! Extra special thanks to our wonderful Camp Directors – Jennifer 
Springer for Camp Jonah and Cindy Hudson for Camp Creation!

We’re roundin’ up volunteers for the 2016-17 year in Children’s Ministry! There’s a place for you to serve! Faithful 
volunteers are needed to serve as teachers in Sunday School (Infants, Crawlers, Toddlers, Twos, Threes, Fours, 

Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th Grades) and on Wednesday Nights for Preschool Singers and 
Servers and Children’s Singers, Seekers and Servers. Singers will offer quality music education, rhythm, 
instrumentation, and singing opportunities for our 3-year-olds to 6th graders as they learn to be active

 participants in worship. Seekers teach Bible skills, scripture memorization, key passages, Christian seasons/
symbols/colors, Baptist principles and history to 1st-6th graders in small groups. Servers help our kids see 

where God is at work in the world and allows them to be involved in hands-on missions. Training and 
curriculum provided for ALL classes!  For more information about where you fit best and to volunteer,

 contact Becca Jones at bjones@fbcwilmington.org. Children’s Sunday School Teacher Training is 
Sunday, August 21 at 5:00 p.m.  Wednesday Night Leadership Training Meeting is 

                                                                                                                Wednesday, August 31 at 6:00 p.m. 
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Immeasurably More
You never know when God is planting a seed, or when an ending is really a beginning.
A few years ago during a study on family, we paired adult Sunday School classes with another class 
that was of a different age group so that we could have some intergenerational conversation about 
family life. The Smith/West Class, (a men’s class which was started in 1899!), was paired with the 
Friendship Class, a group that, on average, was about 30 years younger. A seed was planted that day 
that God would nurture and grow over the years.
A special bond formed between the two classes. After the study was over, they decided to keep 
meeting together on the fifth Sunday of the month for a social so they could stay connected. Over 
the years, as it has become more difficult for some in the Smith/West Class to teach, folks from the 
Friendship Class stepped in to help.
Recently, the Smith/West class decided to stop meeting and to each find a new class on their own.     

    The folks in the Friendship Class wouldn’t hear of it and invited the men to come and be a part of 
their group permanently. They were, after all, already family. Not only did the Friendship Class make room in their hearts for their friends, but 
they gave up the classroom that they loved and moved downstairs to meet in the basement of the Sidbury House because it would be too difficult 
for some of the men to climb the two flights of stairs. They organized their own work day and put paint on the walls to brighten the space and 
then gladly rehung pictures of the treasured history of the Smith/West Class back on the wall. But that’s not the end of the story!
When the Smith/West men decided to stop meeting, the women of the Baggett Class, which included a handful of the wives of the Smith/West 
Class, began to discuss whether it was time for them to disband as well. Word traveled down the 
hallway to the good folks in the Fellowship Class. An invitation for the ladies to join them at an 
oyster roast sparked a friendship that blossomed into these lovely ladies finding a Sunday School 
home among their new friends.
It can be very sad when a group decides that their time as a class is coming to an end. But often 
endings, if we let them happen in God’s timing, are simply new beginnings in disguise. God has 
provided Immeasurably More for these saints of our church as they now have some younger 
friends looking out for them along the way.

Smith/West Friendship Sunday School Class

Fellowship Sunday School Class


